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SEEKING THE FACE OFf JESUS

Christ's passion and death was not confined in time and history
to three tragic hours or even days. Through the limitless love of
his Sacred Heart, Jesus remains present in our world, united with
each of us in our daily work, celebration and suffering. Together
we are the Body of Christ on earth, and when any of our mem-

bers is despairing, hungry, tortured or dying the suffering of Christ
is renewed.

The image of the
Sacred Heart on the
cover was rendered

from this photo of a
Nepali refugee in Sri
Lanka. As we pray
the Way of the Cross,
let us seek the grace
to recognize the
image of Jesus in the
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l. JESUS IS CONDEMNED TO DERTH

Pilate said to them, “Then what shall | do with Jesus, called
the Messiah?” They all said, “Let him be crucified?"...[then
Pilate] took water and washed his hands in the sight of the
crowd, saying, | am innocent of this man’s blood. Look to it
yourselves.” (Mt 27: 22, 24)

Each year war, poverty, political oppression, and natural dis-
asters condemn millions to life - and death - as migrants
and refugees. Today there are over 35 million displaced
persons in our world. These individuals have lost family,
friends, home, country, and livelihood. Dare we wash our
hands of responsibility?
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II. JESUS ARCCEPTS HIS CROSS

So they took Jesus, and carrying the cross himself he went
out to what is called the Place of the Skull, in Hebrew,
Golgotha. (Jn 19: 17)

As Jesus began his way to the Place of the Skull, his heart
was heavy with all he was leaving behind: his mother, his
disciples and friends, his ministry. Today refugees are often
forced to flee with little or no warning, taking only what
they can carry on their backs or in their arms. The burdens
they carry weigh little in comparison to the cross of what
they have left behind. How can we help alleviate their loss?
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lll. JESUS FALLS THE FIRST TIME

Yet it was our infirmities he bore, our sufferings that he
endured.. he was pierced for our offenses, crushed for our
sins. (Is 53: 4, 5)

The suffering of his children is almost more than Jesus can
bear. One of his greatest burdens today is the abduction of
children for forced

service as soldiers.

Kidnapped, beaten,

drugged, sexually

abused, and brutal-

ized, these young

children are then

used as fodder for

the front line or to
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IN. JESUS MEETS HIS GRIEVING MOTHER
[Then Simeon said to Mary] ..and you yourself a sword will
pierce, so that the thoughts of many hearts might be
revealed. (Lk 2: 35)

Each day thousands of migrant and refugee children die of
hunger, disease, and
violence, often in the
arms of their sorrow-
ing mothers. Surely
the sword that
pierced Mary's heart
on the way to
Calvary was no
sharper than those
that impale these
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\. SIMON HELPS JESUS BEAR HIS CROSS

They pressed into service a passer-by, Simon, a Cyrenian,
... to carry his cross. (Mk 15: 21)

Of all those who could have been called to service, it was a
migrant, Simon of Cyrene, who helped Jesus bear the cross.
Are we mindful of and thankful for the contribution that
migrants make in each of our lives? Daily, migrants serve
us by bringing food to our tables, staffing our hospitals and
dental clinics, laboring in our factories, ministering in our
churches and schools, and adding richness to our culture.
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\Il. VERONICN WIPES JESUS' FACE

Amen, | say to you, whatever you did for one of these least
brothers of mine, you did for me. (Mt 25: 40)

When we are able to see Jesus in the face of others we rec-
ognize that it is a privilege to serve them. Religious guest
workers - priests and sisters from Aftrica, Asia, Europe, and
Latin America - embody that service as they leave their
homes behind and travel to the United States to minister to
us. May their witness of service inspire us to reach out to
others who might need our gifts.
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\il. JESUS FALLS THE SECOND TIME

All you who are thirsty come to the water! You who have no money,
come receive grain and eat. As | made him a witness to the peo-
ples, a leader and commander of nations, so shall you summon a
nation you knew not.. because of the Lord, your God. (Is 55: 1, 4-5)

Parched and dehydrated, Jesus falls to the dust again. His suffering
is shared by many migrants desperately seeking the means to live
in our country. Forced to dangerous desert border crossings or into
container trucks, they endure heat as high as 110 degrees. Over
100 men, women, and children die of dehydration or suffocation
each year. Can we leave them - Jesus - to suffer because the
authorities have deemed them criminals?
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il JESUS COMFORTS THE WOMEN

Jesus turned to them and said, "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep
for me; weep instead for yourselves and for your children, for indeed,
the days are coming when people will say, 'Blessed are the barren,
the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed."

(Lk 23: 28-29)

Even in his passion, Christ's focus was on others. He was filled with
compassion for society's most vulnerable members. In the same
way refugee women care for children who are orphaned or lost
from their parents. They weep for their children - all the children -
as they seek food, water, and shelter. To enter into the passion of
Christ we must enter into the compassion of Christ.
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IX. JESUS FALLS THE THIRD TIME

Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and | will give
you rest ...for my yoke is easy and my burden light (Mt 11: 28, 30)

Jesus lays crushed beneath his cross precisely because he takes
on our burdens. The victims of human trafficking weigh heavily
on the cross of Jesus today. Men, women, and children, forced
into involuntary servitude in sweat shops and fields or sexually
exploited in the sex industry are among the growing numbers of
migrants whose yokes are almost unbearable. We are called to
ease these burdens for Christ and his children by working to end
human trafficking and enslavement throughout the world.
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X. JESUS IS STRIPPED OF HIS GARMENTS
They divided his garments by casting lots. (Lk 23: 34)

Stripped of his final vestige of human dignity, Christ's
humiliation is complete. He truly has nothing left to lose.
Similarly, refugees and asylum seekers throughout the world
are systematically stripped of hope, belongings, and free-
dom through the institution of immigration detention. In
the U.S. alone over 20,000 migrants and asylum seekers
(including over 4,000 children as young as 8) are currently
held in detention, many with no charges. We must not be
silent bystanders to this injustice.
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XI. JESUS IS NAILED TO THE CROSS
“They will look upon him whom they have pierced." (Jn 19: 37)

Tradition tells us that Christ's hands and feet were pierced
with nails. Dare we look on those whose hands and legs
are not only pierced but blown away? Throughout
Cambodia, Bosnia,

and much of war-

torn Aftrica, land-

mines kill and

maim the innocent

who are fleeing

violence, and often

make repatriation

to the homeland
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Xll. JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS

Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, they know not what they
do."... It was now about noon and darkness came over the
whole land.. Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Father, into
your hands | commend my spirit'; and when he had said
this he breathed his last (Lk 23: 34, 44, 46)

And so Jesus died. And so Jesus continues to die in seemingly
endless cycles of genocide, flight, retribution, and new ethnic
cleansing. What heart is great enough to endure such suffering
and still cry out for mercy for its oppressors? Only the heart of
Jesus. We humbly seek forgiveness for our own violence and
refusal to forgive others, and pray that the killing will end.
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Xlll. JESUS IS TAKEN FROM THE CROSS

In Ramah is heard the sound of moaning, of bitter weeping!
Rachel mourns her children, she refuses to be consoled
because her children are no more. (Jr 31: 15)

The torment is ended, yet there is no peace. Mary and the
disciples cannot be consoled. Where is there hope in this
outcome? So it is with many who finally are able to return to
their homeland. The exile is ended, yet in the face of destruc-
tion and loss there is little joy. Where is the hope to rebuild
and begin again? Hope is in the promise that even in the
face of death and devastation, Jesus will have the last word.
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XIN. JESUS IS LAID IN THE TOMB
Taking the body, Joseph wrapped it in clean linen and laid

it in his new tomb that he had hewn in the rock. Then he
rolled a huge stone across the entrance to the tomb and
departed. (Mt 27: 59-60)

A quiet, numbing despair must have settled over Joseph of
Arimathea and the other disciples. Jesus had held such promise
for them, but now it seemed there was only the tomb. In many
ways that is the reality of life in a refugee camp. What once
held the promise of safe haven soon becomes a living death.
Often without possibility of repatriation and little hope of resettle-
ment, without livelihood or identity, the camp becomes the
refugee’s tomb.
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X\. RESURRECTION!

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalen, the mother of James,
and Salome bought spices so that they might go and anoint him.
They were saying to one another, "Who wiill roll back the stone for us
from the entrance to the tomb?" When they looked up they saw
that the stone had been rolled back; ... and they were utterly
amazed. (Mk 16: 1, 3-5)

The women came to the tomb seeking to minister to Jesus, yet fear-
ful they might not be up

to the task. In their

faithfulness they discov-

ered that Jesus removes
all impediments. When
we offer our service to
immigrants and
refugees we discover
that our fears are like
that stone - none are
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